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Point de départ 

As you learned in Leçon 1B, adjectives describe people, 

places, and things. In French, most adjectives agree in 

gender and number with the nouns or pronouns they 

modify. 
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You’ve already learned several adjectives of nationality 

and some adjectives to describe your classes. Here are 

some adjectives used to describe physical 

characteristics. 
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Notice that, in the examples below, the adjectives agree 

in gender and number with the subjects. 
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Use the expression de taille moyenne to describe 

someone or something of medium size.  
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The adjective marron is invariable; that is, it does not 

agree in gender and number with the noun it modifies. 

The adjective châtain is almost exclusively used to 

describe hair color. 



© 2015 by Vista Higher Learning, Inc. All rights reserved. 3A.1-6 



© 2015 by Vista Higher Learning, Inc. All rights reserved. 3A.1-7 

The forms of the adjective nouveau (new) follow the 

same pattern as those of beau. 

 

Other adjectives that follow the pattern of heureux are 

curieux (curious), malheureux (unhappy), nerveux 

(nervous), and sérieux (serious). 
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Position of adjectives  

These adjectives are usually placed before the noun they 

modify: beau, bon, grand, gros, jeune, joli, long, 

nouveau, petit, and vieux. 

 

These forms are used before masculine singular nouns 

that begin with a vowel sound.  

 



© 2015 by Vista Higher Learning, Inc. All rights reserved. 3A.1-9 

Position of adjectives (continued)  

These adjectives are also generally placed before a noun: 

mauvais(e) (bad), pauvre (poor, unfortunate),  

vrai(e) (true, real). 

 

The plural indefinite article des changes to de before an 

adjective followed by a noun. 
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1. grand ____________________ 

2. nerveux __________________ 

3. roux _____________________ 

4. bleu _____________________ 

5. naïf _________ 

6. gros ________ 

7. long ________ 

8. fier _________ 

 

Essayez! Provide all four forms of these adjectives. 

grand, grande, grands, grandes 


